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December 25, 1908 1864 

efficient in the case of the large Columbia ground squirrel of eastern 
Washington and is worth trying in California. 

Cut pieces of carrot and sugar beet into which crystals of strychnine 
have been introduced serve admirably to destroy the squirrels in gar- 
dens and orchards, but their preparation involves too much labor to 
be profitable where poisoning on a large scale is necessary. 

Phosphorus and cyanide of potassium, owing to the great danger 
attending their use. are not recommended. 

Bisulphid of carbon. — Crude bisulphid, suitable for killing prairie 
dogs and other burrowing animals, costs about 8 cents per pound in 
50-pound carboys or drums. It is a volatile liquid and rapidly loses 
strength on exposure to the air; hence, it should be kept in tightly 
corked bottles or cans. It should not be introduced haphazard, but 
should be used only in burrows where the animals have been seen to 
enter immediately before it is applied, so that none may be wasted 
on unoccupied holes. It should be employed in the following manner: 

A tablespoonful of crude bisulphid should be poured on a piece of 
horse manure, corncob, lump of earth, or other absorptive material; 
this should be thrown as far as possible down the burrow and the 
opening should be closed immediately. Bisulphid can be used to best 
advantage after a rain, when the interspaces in the soil are filled with 
water, so that the fumes are less readily diffused into the surrounding 
ground. 

UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Report from San Francisco, Oal. — Plague-prevention work at San 
Francisco, Oakland, and Point Richmond, and in Alameda and 
Contra Costa counties, Col. — Plague rat found at Oakland'. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue reports: 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Week ended December IS. 

Last case of human plague Sickened, January 30, 1908 

Sick inspected 5 

Plague 

Dead inspected 100 

Plague 

Necropsies held 6 

Premises inspected 11, 707 

Houses disinfected 19 

Houses destroyed 1 

Buildings condemned 17 

Nuisances abated 1, 129 

Rats found dead 77 

Rats trapped 1, 991 

Total rats taken 2,068 

Rats identified: 

Mus norvegicus 1, 374 

Mus rattus 44 

Mus musculus 600 

Total 2,018 
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Rats identified as to sex 1, 385 

Male 578 

Female 807 

Rats examined bacteriological ly 1, 272 

Plague rats 

Certificates of inspection of freight 1 

Poisons placed 95, 743 

OAKLAND, CAL. 

Week ended December 5. 

Dead inspected 23 

Plague 

Necropsies held 1 

Rats trapped 557 

Rats examined bacteriologically 552 

Plague rats 

Mice trapped 34 

Mice examined bacteriologically 34 

Plague mice 

Week ended December 1'2. 

A plague-infected rat, trapped December 1, 1908, in Fourth street, 
between Harrison and Webster streets, proved, December 10, to be 
plague infected. 

Dead inspected 21 

Plague 

Rats trapped 443 

Mice trapped 48 

Rats examined bacteriologically 435 

Plague rat ". 1 

Mice examined bacteriologically 48 

Plague mice 

POINT RICHMOND, CAL. 

Week ended December 5. 

Premises inspected 490 

Nuisances abated 29 

Rats found dead 17 

Rats trapped 56 

Rats examined bacteriologically 58 

Plague rats 

Poisons placed 14, 000 

ALAMEDA COUNTY, CAL. 

Week ended December 5. 

Sick inspected 12 

Plague 

Dead inspected 57 

Plague 

Necropsies held 1 

Week ended December i:i. 

Sick inspected 11 

Plague 

Dead inspected 39 

Plague 

Necropsies held 1 
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CONTRA COSTA COUNTY, CAL. 

Week ended December 6. 

Dead inspected 2 

Plague 

Reports from Los Angeles, Gal. — Examination of animals for plague 

infection. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Stimson reports, December 9 and 15 : 

Animals examined in the laboratory at Los Angeles, November SO to December 6, inclusive: 

Ground squirrels 225 

Gray rats 227 

Black rats .' 12 

Gambel pocket mice 3 

Rabbit • 1 

Total 468 

None of these animals was found to be infected with plague. 

December 7 to IS, inclusive- 
Ground squirrels 252 

Gray rats 208 

Black rats 20 

White rats 6 

Gambel pocket mice 2 

Rabbits 2 

None of these animals was found to be infected with plague. 

Report from Seattle, Wash.— Plague-prevention work. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Glover reports, December 14 : 

Week ended December 12. 

Date of finding of last plague rat, September 26, 1908. 

Rats received 948 

Rats necropsied 893 

Plague rats found 

Plague-infected rats to date 21 

Vessels inspected 9 

Vessels fumigated 2 

STATISTICAL REPORTS OF MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY, STATES AND CITIES 
OF THE UNITED STATES— UNTABDLATED. 

California. — Month of October, 1908. Estimated population, 
2,001,193. Total number of deaths reported to the state board of 
health, 2,410, including diphtheria 23, enteric fever 60, measles 3, scarlet 
fever 6, whooping cough 4, and 334 from tuberculosis. 

Los Angeles.— Month of November, 1908. Estimated population, 
275,000. Total number of deaths reported, 301, including diphtheria 5, 
enteric fever 5, scarlet fever 3, and 62 from tuberculosis. Cases of 
contagious diseases reported: Diphtheria 26, enteric fever 22, scarlet 
fever 47, measles 3, smallpox 1, and tuberculosis 21. 

San Diego. — Month of November, 1908. Estimated population, 
40,000. Total number of deaths, 44, including diphtheria 1, and 8 from 



